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The Legal Attributes and Legalization Pathways of Project—Based
Governance in Higher Education

SHEN Suping ZHAO Hedong
(Renmin University of China, Beijing 100872)

Abstract: The project—based system has taken shape in the long—term practice of key construction in China’s
higher education. It has the advantages of national purposiveness and open competitiveness, and has effectively
promoted the leapfrog development of China’ s higher education undertakings since the 1990s. From a legal
perspective, project—based governance in higher education originates from the concept of contract in public
administration and possesses the legal attributes of administrative contracts. Based on this orientation, there are two
paths for the legalization of project—based governance in higher education. Firstly, it is necessary to regulate the
rights and obligations between administrative authorities and universities/teachers on the basis of administrative
contracts, ensuring that administrative agencies possess administrative prerogatives while also fulfilling their
obligations to protect the legitimate expectations of universities and teachers. Secondly, it is vital to adhere to the
fundamental principles of administrative law, including the principles of administration according to law and due
process.

Key words: higher education; project—based governance; administrative contract

(L#EF 16 7)
Building a Self-Reliant and Excellence—Oriented Higher Education System:
Core Principles and Action Strategies

LIU Guorui'’
(1. Liaoning University, Shenyang 110136;
2. China Association of Higher Education, Beijing 100191)

Abstract: Building a self-reliant and excellence—oriented higher education system constitutes a crucial
strategic task in advancing the development of an education powerhouse during the new era. To effectively
implement this strategic deployment and achieve tangible outcomes, it is essential to accurately comprehend the
connotation and defining features of a self-reliant and excellence—driven higher education system, clarify its
connections with both a high—quality higher education system and the leading role of higher education, grasp the
internal logic between this system and the “six distinctive characteristics” and “eight major systems” of an
education powerhouse, recognize the current circumstances and challenges in constructing it, and define actionable
strategies for advancement.

Key words: self-reliant and excellence—oriented; higher education system; education powerhouse; high—

quality development
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